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MDLA, MDMA, M4TA, SDMA

Transmission/Solenoid Shift Pattern

While some of the later Honda/Acura 4 speed transmissions use 3 shift solenoids the CRV still uses 2
shift solenoids. Use these illustrations to monitor the shifts with a signal monitor box and to force the

shifts.

Terminal Identification Here's a breakdown of the individual connector terminals:

Shown from the
terminal side of the
transmission connectors.

Checking the
Shift Pattern

Backprobe the terminals
with the harness
connector still connected
to the transmission.

The far right LED indicates
the signal to the converter
clutch (TCC) solenoid.

A — Shift Solenoid A
B — Shift Solenoid B

Here's how to connect your signal monitor to the transaxle diagnos-
tic connector, to check the signals from the computer to the trans-

axle:

Black Boot
Yellow Boot; Black Band

Red Boot =

Yellow Boot

This is the shift pattern you should see with your signal monitor:

Transmission Shift Pattern

First Gear

Second Gear

0 0 @

Third Gear

g &

Fourth Gear

8 8 G

Honda and Acura systems can command lockup in

any gear.

Copyright © 2010 ATRA. All Rights Reserved.

BB ¢ Page 1 of 2



Technical Bulletin #1332

Forcing the Shift

Forcing the Shift (continued)

First Gear

In first gear,
only solenoid B
receives power.

Second Gear

To shift into second gear,
the computer adds power
to solenoid A — both
solenoids are energized.

Third Gear

To shift into third gear, the
computer removes polver
from solenoid B — only
solenoid A receives power,

Fourth Gear

To shift into fourth gear, the
computer removes power
from solenoid A — neither
solenoid receives power,

Here's the manual shift pattern you can expect with the transaxle in
failsafe:

Manual Gear Ranges in Failsafe

Selector Position Park Reverse | Neutral | D or 3 Sor2 Lor1

Gear Range Park Reverse | Neutral 4" 2 3"

Here's how to force the transaxle to shift electrically:
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